
Pauatahanui Inlet Community Trust (PICT)

Pauatahanui Inlet Walk/Cycleway Policy

Introduction

The Pauatahanui Inlet Community Trust (PICT) is a charitable trust established in May 2002 specifically to ensure the implementation of the Pauatahanui Inlet Action Plan. The Action Plan was prepared following wide community consultation and has subsequently been endorsed by the Wellington Regional Council, the Porirua City Council, Department of Conservation, Transit NZ, Ministry of Fisheries, Natural Gas Corporation, Tranz Rail and Transpower which are committed to implementing the action plan.  

Towards Integrated Management: the Pauatahanui Inlet Action Plan

The Action Plan includes the following vision statement: 

“the Pauatahanui Inlet and its catchment is managed to: 

Enhance the quality of the environment by protecting the integrity of existing ecosystems and by restoring degraded ecosystems wherever possible.

Enable people to enjoy recreational activities and to undertake economic activities without compromising the reasonably foreseeable needs of present and future generations.

This can only be achieved by management agencies and the community working together”. 

The Action Plan highlights a range of issues including the demand for safe access to and around the Pauatahanui Inlet (the Inlet). It provides support for:

the development of a walk/cycleway around all or part of the Inlet, as long as this does not compromise ecological values.

The outcome sought is appropriate use of the Inlet that is neither in conflict with the Inlet itself or other users.  

Key issues for walk/cycleway
 development 

PICT is committed to the principle that people should enjoy recreational activities within and around the Inlet and its catchment as long as that does not compromise existing ecosystems or cause any negative impact on the Inlet. 

Therefore, the provision of safer walking and cycling access around the Inlet is supported in principle. However, the design and construction of such access is seen as critical. In particular, the principles and issues that PICT considers important include: 

1. Any walk/cycleway should enhance the existing physical environment. In particular, a walk/cycleway provides the opportunity to improve those areas around the Inlet which have already been significantly modified. 

2. Any encroachment into the Pauatahanui Inlet and foreshore areas which are still largely natural and unmodified should be avoided.   

3. The Pauatahanui and Horokiri Wildlife Management Reserves and the Kakaho Estuary have existing public access. Any further development in these areas should be avoided.  In particular, upgrading these walking paths to cycleways would have a negative effect on these fragile ecosystems and its wildlife.  

4. Any walk/cycleway should incorporate existing walkway systems and roadways as much as possible without compromising the safety of its users and motorists.

5. Any walk/cycleway development should integrate with existing and future restoration plans and strategies, including the Pauatahanui Inlet Restoration Plan and the Pauatahanui Inlet Roading Strategy (scoping strategy currently being prepared).
6. Any future planning by all management agencies, in and around the Inlet and foreshore area, should allow for improved walking and cycling access around the Inlet.

� While PICT is using the term walk/cycleway in this policy because it is used in the Action Plan, PICT understands that the ranges of uses that can realistically be accommodated has not yet to be determined and will need to resolved during scoping as the project develops. 
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